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On 16 Ms-rch 1948 Colonel tolpenov spoke in Potsdam before s 
selected' croup of high German offices end press representatives 
on political, developments In Germany. He a.’mounced at Jzi irae 
that the Germen Vo?. karat elected by the lolsskongress w>ii2d o= •' 
regarded by the occupying pouer as thr highest German governmental 
body ir the eastern zone and vnuld ce pssigned corresponding .unc 
tions He also stated that the Rassirns have given up hope t^a-. 
the Allied Control Council will reach an agreement on currency 
reform and have mode definite plans » *.r independent action x.. the 
eastern "zone These plans include thi establishment oi a central 
bank which will be similar to the forrer Reichshank. and ijiA wi-1 so- 
minister the reform. Tulpanov sain :ha« ho wou,.d d^scusc the 
matter further with any interested pe'sons «t tne of tne 

meeting. 

A few government officials remained in order tc question _fulpanov s 
but he excused himself, delegating fca.or Romm «.o conduct the 
mission Acco v *dirv to Romm's statements, the Russian plans provide 
for a reform similar to that which was put into effect in Aus_.ria^ 
Thill value wil'i nrobably do given any i .in up to 111 V- Ea rns, la-fe^i 
founts ranging" uu tc two thousand maxim, will be held In blocked 
t! .,?i cases the owner must designate the source of his 
accounts :*ite ratio^ Sill b® established between the ruble ana 

t'Kark N? ^vision has been made fur relating the new currency 
S*,K«uS o™m£d£. in VM ID «. »rt«D 

shipments of goods are now received fron rnat area. Jlie mint wx^l 
be at the disposal of the central bank, nintioned by . IviLpanov, ba„ 
the Russians will retain the right to apt rove or disapprove the 

currency* that is, at a rate of 1:10 
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